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LOUISIANA RICE PROMOTION BOARD (LARPB)

MEETING MINUTES

December 16, 2010






Walkers Restaurant, Jennings, LA

A meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board was held on December 16, 2010 at Walker’s Cajun Restaurant.

Officers and Members Present: Kevin Berken, Damian Bollich, Ronald Habetz, Jimmy Hoppe, Christian Richard, Robert Thevis, Wayne Zaunbrecher, Jeff Durand and Mindy Hetzel
Officers and Members Not Present:  None
Staff Present: Julie Baker Richard
Others Present:  Chris Krielow, Randy Jemison, Nicole Broussard, Will Hayes, Glyndon Marceaux, Mark Pousson, Scott Privat Philip Watkins, and Blue Zaunbrecher.
I. Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of July 1, 2010 minutes and opening comments.

Chairman Berken called the LARPB meeting to order at 11:35 p.m. and certified that a quorum was present.     
He presented the agenda to the members for consideration, which was accepted by consensus.
Berken asked the board if there were any changes to the July, 1, 2010 minutes that were mailed to each member prior to the meeting.  
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Habetz
To approve the minutes of the July 1, 2010.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
II. Financial Reports
LA Rice Promotion Board (LARPB)
Nicole Broussard presented the LA Rice Promotion Board financials as of December 16, 2010.  The report included a trial balance and a general ledger showing line items for revenue and expenditures.  Total net assets were $125,176 with no current liabilities.  
The financial report was accepted by consensus.

III. Update on In-state Promotion Projects

LSU Ag Center Ag Magic
· To be held in April
See addendum
“LA Rice – Awesome” Education Project
· 27 parishes reached with 20,000 packets distributed
See addendum

Red Beans and Rice Bowl
· Consideration for 2011 sponsorship to be discussed at the July 2011 Meeting

· 2011 Game to be in Arkansas

See addendum
“LA Rice – Awesome” Survey

· Conducted with 33% response

· Cost of $900

· Results included in report distributed to committee.

MOTION by Hetzel; Second by Durand
To approve promotion project reports
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
IV. Other Business

Funding Committee Report
The Funding Committee reported on their meeting with delegation of the Louisiana Independent Rice Producer Association (LIRPA).  Members of this committee are Berken, Zaunbrecher, Hoppe, and Richard.  The funding committee reported that they support continued support of the current budget and current funding projects and that the funding request of LIRPA not be supported.


MOTION by Thevis; Second by Bollich


To approve support of current funding projects.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
LARPB Representation on the LA Rice Producers’ Group (LARPG)
Representation from the Rice Promotion Board to the LARPG was discussed.  Berken and Richard are currently serving on the LARPG as representatives of the LA Rice Political Action Committee (LaRPAC) and the La Rice Growers Association, respectively.  Richard is the current representative.  Jeff Durand was asked to serve as the LARPB representative to the LARPG.  

   
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Zaunbrecher


To approve Durand as the incoming LARPB representative to the LARPG.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Discussion of the Referendum to be conducted in 2012 included the making of a video celebrating the 40th anniversary of the funding.  Working in conjunction with the La Rice Research Board was also discussed.  A volunteer committee was established in order to move forward with this project.  The committee included Hoppe and Richard.

MOTION by Richard; Second by Durand


To collaborate with the LA Rice Research Board on the production of a video celebrating 

40 years of check off funding and the advancements that have been made as a result of the 

Research and Promotion check-off programs.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Scott Privat noted that LA Ethics law dictates that board members file financial disclosure annually and that this year’s deadline is May 1.  Privat stated that he would mail the necessary forms to the board shortly and the members should complete the forms and return them to him for filing.  He urged members to contact him with any questions.
V. Public Comments
Blue Zaunbrecher asked about the potential of moving the check-off money to an entity in Baton Rouge.  Brian Wild stated that the Promotion Board has the authority to contract with any qualified group or organization for the purpose of promoting rice.  
Glyndon Marceaux expressed displeasure for the board’s decision not to approve the LIRPA funding request and suggested that as a result growers may explore having the option to have their assessments refunded.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m. CST.
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